Cllr [              ]

Address1

Address 2

Town 

Postcode

[date]

Dear [            ]

Stop the Barrage, NOW
I am writing to ask you to as my local ward councillor to express my concern about the damage to the local environment and economy a Barrage across the Severn could cause.

As you may know, the Department for Energy and Climate Change is currently undertaking a feasibility study into the best way of harnessing the natural power of the Severn to generate renewable energy.

Despite the attention it has attracted, the Barrage is not the solution for a number of reasons:   

· Environment - The impact of any Barrage would be devastating to the estuary’s environment; especially its wildlife and birds

· Economics - The Barrage would cost more than £15bn and would almost certainly be another burden on the tax payer
· Efficient Renewable Solutions - There are better and much cheaper ways of harnessing the tidal energy of the Severn without damaging the estuary

· Ports and Shipping - Dramatic changes to maritime access puts at risk thousands of jobs in the ports and shipping industries and will kill economic growth in the region
 

There is a worrying lack of awareness about the impact of such a major scheme on local biodiversity, the maritime industry in the region and the impact on tourist destinations along the coast.  Independent polling recently published by the Stop the Barrage Now campaign shows that many people in the southwest are unaware of proposals with 37 per cent saying that they are totally unaware of the plans.
The Government is due to draw up a shortlist of proposed options for generating renewable energy using form the Severn in November. The Barrage must not be on that list.   More information on the campaign to prevent a Barrage being built can be found at www.stopthebarrage.com 

I hope you agree with my concerns on the Barrage and would be grateful if you could make urgent representations on the issue to our local MP and the Rt Hon Ed Miliband MP, Secretary of State for DECC.

Yours sincerely

