The Proposed Severn Barrage - “A Recipe for Environmental Disaster”
The Severn estuary is globally unique, with the second highest tidal range in the world. It is one of the most important and highly protected sites in Britain. The Estuary is vital for migratory fish on their way to freshwater spawning sites in the SAC designated rivers of the Usk and Wye and returning to the sea. These fish include species protected under the EU habitats directive, Salmon, Allis and Twaite Shad, sea and river Lamprey, as well as the socio-economically important Sea Trout and endangered Eel. 

The Sustainable Development Commission (SDC) report concluded that the local populations of all these species could face extinction with the creation of a barrage, which would act as a physical barrier to movement and would also result in adverse environmental and water quality changes.

The Severn estuary is also hugely important for its intertidal habitats, which are designated under EU Birds Directive, as key feeding and roosting habitats for a wide variety of bird species. It is now recognised that these habitats are also vital components to a healthy commercial and recreational fisheries, by providing feeding, refuge and nursery areas for juvenile fish. Intertidal habitats are dynamic environments, which are utilised by both freshwater and marine fish species, depending on the unique tidal and freshwater flow regimes. In addition these intertidal habitats deliver a range of other invaluable environmental services, such as nutrient and carbon storage, plus flood and storm defences.

The SDC report predicts a barrage would result in the loss of 14,000 hectares of intertidal habitat, through direct or indirect altering of currents. The proposal of mitigating environmental damage through compensatory habitat on this scale is not achievable. It would be impossible to relocate the hugely successful migratory corridors found in the Severn, and its associated river spawning habitats of the Usk and Wye. This would also compromise the genetic integrity of Salmon populations, which are genetically unique in different rivers. 

The environmental changes within the estuary associated with the barrage could also significantly impact important commercial marine species utilising the estuary, such as Bass, Mullet, Pollock, Sole, Flounders and Sprat.  
The Severn Rivers Trust and Salmon & Trout Association appreciate the need to address climate change and promote green energy, however we do not believe the irreversible damage to vitally important and unique natural habitats, and species, which would result from a Severn barrage, can constitute a sustainable solution.  

